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PRO-CHANCELLOR’S SPEECH DURING THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF 
EASTERN AFRICA’S 41ST GRADUATION ON 28TH OCTOBER, 2022 

 
 

i. Hon. Ezekiel Machogu, CBS, Cabinet Secretary of Education 

ii. Most. Rev. Anthony Muheria, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Nyeri 

and Chairman, The Catholic University of Eastern Africa Board of 

Trustees 

iii. Rt. Rev. Paul Kariuki Njiru, Chairman, University Council of The 

Catholic University of Eastern Africa 

iv. Your Lordships, Bishop Members of the University Council  

v. Distinguished Members of the University Council, 

vi. Very Rev. Prof. Stephen Mbugua Ngari, Rector and Vice Chancellor of 

The Catholic University of Eastern Africa   

vii. Distinguished Guests, 

viii. Parents, Guardians, Sponsors and Graduands, 

ix. Faculty and Students of CUEA, 

x. Ladies and gentlemen 

1. On behalf of the Association of Member Episcopal Conferences in 

Eastern Africa (AMECEA), I welcome you all to CUEA’s 41st 

Graduation Ceremony. Graduands, congratulations for your 

accomplishment today and congratulations to the parents, guardians 

and sponsors of our graduands for supporting them in this life-

defining journey. 

2. I would like to take this opportunity to thank His Excellency, Rt. Rev. 

Charles Kasonde, the Chancellor of CUEA, for inviting me to preside 

over the Graduation Mass which was held yesterday, and to preside 



2 
 

over this our 41st Graduation Ceremony. Due to pressing engagements 

that were not able to be rescheduled, the Chancellor was not able to 

join us today. 

3. Our Chief Guest, Your Grace, my Brother bishops, ladies and 

gentlemen, CUEA was formed by AMECEA to evangelize the good news 

through teaching and research. In 1961 during a plenary in Msimbazi, 

Dar es Salam-Tanzania, Bishops of the East African region envisaged 

forming a tertiary institution to cater for the formation of the clergy. 

Today, CUEA’s vision is to be a university that empowers people to 

become ethical leaders for the Church and Society. As you can see, 

our primary purpose as a University has not changed, it has just been 

expanded to encompass all, be they Clergy, Brothers and Sisters 

Religious or any child of God. 

4. As we look into ways of expanding opportunities for growth through 

quality education and training which is the theme of this year’s 

Graduation, not only should we appreciate the world’s changing 

dynamics, we should also remember that our purpose as a University 

is to form all who come through our gates to become ethical leaders. 

Therefore, engaging in innovation and human development should be 

within the threshold of ethical leadership. 

5. Individualism in the world today has increased considerably. We all 

focus on making sure that we have individual sources of income and 

we are able to provide comfortable homes for ourselves and our 

families now and in the future. However, the world today is highly 
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competitive in its socio-economic and political nature. This has led to 

many of us shunning our values. 

6. All social units have values. Families have primarily focused on 

instilling values that nurture a good person. This is a task that 

religion pursues as well. Christianity, Islam, African Traditional 

Religion, Buddhism, Hinduism, all these religions aim to form their 

followers into human beings who are morally upright and are 

champions of life. However, the shunning of values that are learnt in 

the family and in one’s place of worship is making the world 

accommodate immorality and injustice at higher levels than it has 

done in the last few centuries. 

7. For instance, in Kenya today you will find people refusing to pay for 

goods and services they have consumed by reversing mobile payment 

transactions they had initially paid. This behaviour is immoral and 

unjust. Many may say that this widespread unbecoming behaviour is 

but a symptom of the poverty and hardship that we are experiencing 

today in Kenya, Africa and the world. This may be true, but this act of 

mobile money theft is also a symptom of our failure as the Church 

and society in forming the youth. 

8. We as a University should pursue avenues of growth in academics and 

research only if that growth gives us an opportunity to form our 

students, into ethical leaders and ambassadors of our values. 

9. Graduands, as you take your first steps into the rest of your lives after 

such a great achievement, please remember the values CUEA has 

taught you over the years you have been a student in the University. 
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Do not give into immorality because life is tough, rather, hold on to 

the values you learnt here as a life buoy which will help you navigate 

the murky waters of life. 

God be with you in all that you do. God bless us all, and God bless 

The Catholic University of Eastern Africa. 

Most Rev. Philip ANYOLO 
PRO-CHANCELLOR 

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN AFRICA  


