
CABINET SECRETARY OF EDUCATION’S SPEECH DURING CUEA’S 41ST 
GRADUATION CEREMONY AT CUEA MAIN CAMPUS ON 28TH OCTOBER 

2022 
 

i. Most Reverend Phillip Anyolo, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Nairobi 

and Pro-chancellor of The Catholic University of Eastern Africa. 

ii. Most Reverend Anthony Muheria, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of 

Nyeri and Chairman of CUEA’s Board of Trustees  

iii. Right Reverend Paul Kariuki Njiru, Chairman, University Council of The 

Catholic University of Eastern Africa 

iv. Your Lordships, Bishop Members of the University Council  

v. Distinguished Members of the University Council, 

vi. Very Reverend Professor Stephen Mbugua Ngari, Vice Chancellor of The 

Catholic University of Eastern Africa   

vii. Distinguished Guests, 

viii. Parents, Guardians, Sponsors and Graduands, 

ix. Faculty and Students of CUEA, 

x. Ladies and gentlemen 

Good morning. 

1. The President of the Republic of Kenya, His Excellency Dr. William 

Ruto asked me to attend today’s graduation in his stead. The Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa had invited him to grace the graduation 

today. However, due to urgent engagements that were unable to be 

rescheduled, His Excellency the President asked me to attend the 

graduation on his behalf. 



2. Your Graces, Your Lordships, ladies and gentlemen, CUEA has been a 

great partner of the Government of Kenya over the years in the area of 

University Education. This University has made tremendous 

contributions to education as a private institution especially in the 

areas of education growth and social welfare. A good number of the 

Government’s education technocrats acquired their degrees in CUEA.  

3. CUEA’s contribution in educational growth and social welfare is also 

showcased by the fact that this University is regional in nature, 

serving Eastern and Central Africa with close to 700 students from 

Ethiopia, Eritrea, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and 

Malawi. CUEA also has students from Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Nigeria, South Africa and other African countries. 

In addition, the fact that CUEA has 7,920 students in session this 

semester is a clear indicator that the University is one of the leading 

private universities in the region whose focus on value education is 

highly appreciated. 

4. The value of education today is essential. For the last five years Kenya 

has been implementing the Competency Based Curriculum (CBC). 

CBC takes care of the ability of every learner so that they are handled 

accordingly. The curriculum identifies and nurtures talents. Today’s 

Graduation Theme is “Expanding opportunities for growth, quality 

education and training in the context of changing world 

dynamics.” The implementation of CBC is a hallmark of all that this 

theme has highlighted.  



5. Technology has made the world smaller and more competitive. Thus it 

was important for the Government to review the country’s education 

system which led to the implementation of CBC so as to make sure 

Kenya is not left behind as global dynamics continuously change 

primarily as a result of technology.  

6. The objective of Competency-Based Education is to prepare 

individuals for the challenges of the future. CBC empowers students 

with knowledge and skills in various fields of study in a flexible 

educational program tailored to each student. Clearly, through CBC, 

we as a country have taken advantage of the opportunities in 

education and training, and revolutionized our education system. 

However, after five years of implementing the curriculum, it was 

ample time to take a step back and review CBC with an aim of 

improving it. 

7. In this spirit, on 30th September 2022, His Excellency President Dr. 

William Ruto appointed a Working Party on Education Reform to 

asses and recommend how best to implement CBC, to review and 

polish laws governing basic education and, to study and make 

recommendations on key areas touching on the curriculum. The 

Working Party will also recommend appropriate reforms to other 

sectors of Kenya’s education. This working party will enhance CBC 

through public participation and realignment. Among the education 

experts appointed to the Working Party is CUEA’s Rector and Vice 

Chancellor, Very Reverend Professor Mbugua. The Government is not 

only interested in improving the CBC education system but it is also 



ready to fund the curriculum from the preparatory level education all 

the way to the tertiary level which includes University Education. 

8. I early stated that technology has affected the world immensely. We as 

a country value science, technology and innovation. Through the 

implementation of CBC and especially after we further implement 

recommendations that we will receive from the Working Party, I 

believe science, technology and innovation will take up a central role 

in our country, which will make Kenya a driving force in technology 

and industrialization. 

9. Science, technology and Innovation is such an important aspect of a 

country’s development that in some countries the President personally 

takes charge of this aspect of development. For example, in the United 

States of America, there is an inaugural White House team in place 

that has a role of developing evidence-based policy at the intersection 

of science, technology, and innovation. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the 

best place to start pushing for the growth of science, technology and 

innovation is through universities which can then develop innovation 

hubs and technology startups.  

10. I am happy to see that for over 10 years CUEA has housed IBM 

Research Lab Africa, IBM's 12th global research lab and the first 

industrial research facility on the continent of Africa,. CUEA, for the 

last five years has hosted Icolo.io, a company that builds and operates 

state of the art carrier neutral data centers to serve clients. I am also 

happy to see that for over 12 years Kenya Education Network Trust 

(KENET), the National Research and Education Network has partnered 



with CUEA and placed severs at the University which serves over 6 

Universities and University Colleges in the locality.     

11. Graduands, I hope you took advantage of these facilities in CUEA as 

you perused your studies. I am confident that you have been formed 

to become value-based scholars and professionals in your respective 

areas of specialization. We in the Government look forward to working 

with you directly as our employees or indirectly as scholars, 

professionals and entrepreneurs, as you take the next step in your 

lives and careers. Congratulations to you for graduating today and, 

congratulations to CUEA and all your constituent and affiliate colleges 

for working tirelessly to produce such quality graduands for Kenya, 

the Eastern Africa Region, Africa and the world as a whole. 

Thank you. 

CABINET SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 

 


