
VICE CHANCELLOR’S SPEECH DURING THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF 
EASTERN AFRICA’S 39TH GRADUATION ON 27TH NOVEMBER, 2020 

 
i. Your Eminence John Cardinal Njue, Pro-Chancellor of The Catholic University 

of Eastern Africa 

ii. Your Excellency Most Rev. Bert van Megen, Apostolic Nuncio to Kenya and 

South Sudan 

iii. Your Excellency Rt. Rev. Maurice Muhatia Makumba, Chairman, University 

Council of The Catholic University of Eastern Africa 

iv. Your Lordships, Bishop Members of the University Council 
 

v. Distinguished Members of the University Council, 
 

vi. Distinguished Guests, 
 

vii. Parents, Guardians, Sponsors and Graduands, 
 
viii. Faculty and Students of CUEA, 

 
ix. Ladies and Gentlemen 

 
1. Welcome to The Catholic University of Eastern Africa’s (CUEA’s) 39th 

Graduation ceremony. This graduation is also the first Graduation 

Ceremony CUEA has ever held virtually. I would like to thank Your 

Excellency Most Rev. Bert van Megen, our Chief Guest, for accepting to 

grace our graduation this year. 

2. I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate all our graduands 

today. Your achievement today is no mean feat; hard work, determination, 

commitment and the desire to improve yourselves has brought you to this 

day. To our graduands’ parents, guardians and sponsors, thank you for 



choosing CUEA as your partner in the education of our graduands. We are 

humbled by your confidence in CUEA. 

3. Your Excellencies, our Chief Guest, ladies and gentlemen, we are living in 

unprecedented times. It has been over 100 years since the world last saw 

a pandemic of the nature of COVID-19. This  pandemic  has  affected  each 

and every one of us socially, economically and spiritually. Many of us have 

contracted the coronavirus without even knowing it because we were 

asymptomatic. But for those who experienced its  symptoms,  they  know 

how lethal COVID-19 is. We have lost loved  ones  to  the  coronavirus,  as 

well as other diseases or causes of death. The CUEA  family  lost  four 

students since January this year. We join the families and friends of those 

we have lost as we mourn their loss and pray that the departed rest in 

peace. 

4. In the spirit of remembrance, I would like to remember Prof. Apollinaria 

Pereka who passed on earlier this year after a short illness. Prof. Pereka 

was a member of our University Council having been seconded to CUEA 

by the Tanzanian Episcopal Conference. At  this  juncture, I  would  like  to 

ask all of as to take a moment of silence  in remembrance of the loved ones 

we have lost this year (take a moment of silence) 

a. Eternal rest grant unto our beloved departed oh Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. May God rest their souls in peace, 

Amen. 



5. In Kenya, in March 2020, the Government directed that all education 

institutions suspend on-site learning in an effort to stop the spread of the 

Coronavirus. As a result, CUEA suspend on-site learning in the same 

month. However, the University had anticipated this directive and had 

already started preparing for online learning. Within two weeks CUEA 

resumed learning online. Online learning has enabled our students to 

continue with their studies despite the COVID-19 pandemic and, to keep 

to their course schedules. This is why many of our graduands are 

celebrating the completion of their studies in today’s graduation ceremony. 

6. As a University, we have faced challenges in offering our courses online. 
 

However, we continue to face these challenges head-on. We are constantly 

improving our online learning platform, as we offer quality education to 

our students online and on-site. Our donor partners have supported our 

online learning platform. The Kenya Education Network (KENET) have 

also continued to offer us subsidized internet facilitation which has 

helped us disseminate our classes online more efficiently. I thank our 

partners for all they have done. I would also like to thank all our other 

partners including Conrad Hilton Foundation and Missio Achen, who 

continue supporting our University in many ways, in spite of the 

pandemic; may God bless you all. 

7. I would like to commend all our lecturers in the University’s faculties, 

institutes, School of Business Administration and Center for Social Justice 

and Ethics, for the hard work they have put into making sure learning 



continues in CUEA in spite of the COVID-19 pandemic. In particular I 

would like to recognize the Registrar and his team, the Directorate of Open 

and Distance e-Learning, the Information and Communication Technology 

Department, for the hard work they have and continue to do to make sure 

CUEA continues to offer quality education online and on-site. 

8. Graduands, as you graduate today, allow me to give you a brief lesson of 

what a Catholic University is all about. According to the Congregation for 

Catholic Education, Catholic Universities teach and research on subjects 

that, in the light of Christian faith, take care of cultivating sciences and 

training true professionals. These professionals are people of knowledge 

and culture whom, supported by their faith and their commitment which 

stems from this faith, are able to testify to their faith in front of the world. 

With a spirit of service, these professionals, once they have graduated, 

work hard to contribute to humanity’s true progress, enhancing the 

human person in all its dimensions, without forgetting the spiritual and 

religious dimension, thus promoting peace, solidarity, and the good of the 

human family. 

9. Are you ready to contribute to humanity’s true progress? Are you ready to 

enhance the human person in all dimensions without forgetting their 

spiritual and religious dimensions? Are you ready to promote peace, 

solidarity and the good of the human family? I believe you are ready 

because you have been education in The Catholic University of Eastern 

Africa and have been enculturated into our culture of Catholic Identity. 



This identity is encompassed in our values which are; Witness of Life, 

Prayer, Truthfulness, Honesty, Excellence, Commitment and Competence. 

10. Another thing that makes me believe that you are ready is the fact that in 

your years of study in CUEA, you have been prepared to be ethical leaders. 

The world today is full of poverty and disease, corruption and deceit, 

nepotism and socio-economic inequalities. Today’s world is in dire need of 

ethical leaders. Graduands, you are now professionals and scholars in 

different sectors and are ready to be ethical leaders in your respective fields 

of specialization. 

11. His Holiness, Pope Francis, as he launched the Global Compact on 

Education last month stated that ‘education bears within itself a seed of 

hope: the hope of peace and justice; the hope of beauty and goodness; the 

hope of social harmony’. Graduands, you have received value based 

education; this makes you our hope. Go forth and tackle today’s global 

problems and by doing so, contribute to humanity’s true progress. 

Congratulations on your graduation today and may God bless you and 

may He bless your mission. 

12. Once again I would like to convey our gratitude to the Your Excellency 

Most Rev. Bert van Megen for accepting to be the Chief Guest in our 

graduation ceremony today. 

13. Thank you all for attending our 39th Graduation Ceremony virtually and 

physically. 



May God bless you all and may He bless The Catholic University of Eastern 

Africa 

VERY REV. PROF. STEPHEN MBUGUA NGARI 
RECTOR/VICE CHANCELLOR 


