
Page 1 of 19 
 

 

 

 

AUDITOR-GENERAL’S ADDRESS DURING 40TH 
GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE CATHOLIC 

UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN AFRICA  

 

THE POPE PAUL VI LEARNING RESOURCE 
CENTER AUDITORIUM, CUEA MAIN CAMPUS  

 

29 OCTOBER, 2021 

 

THEME: EDUCATION FOR ACTUALIZING LIFE’S 
PURPOSE AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 

 

 
 
  

Enhancing Accountability 

 



Page 2 of 19 
 

Your Eminence John Cardinal Njue, Archbishop 
Emeritus of Nairobi and Pro-Chancellor  
 
Your Excellency Right Reverend Maurice Muhatia 
Makumba, Chairman, University Council  
 
The Very Reverend Prof. Stephen Mbugua Ngari, 
Rector and Vice Chancellor  
 
Your Lordships, Bishop Members of the 
University Council  
 
Distinguished Members of the University Council, 
 
Distinguished Guests 
 
Parents, Guardians, Sponsors and Graduands 
 
Faculty and Students of CUEA 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen  
 
Good Morning, 
 
1. It is with profound humility that I stand before you 

to preside over this auspicious occasion. 

2. Graduations are events that bring joy and hope not 

only to the graduands but also to the families, 
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friends and the community at large. No doubt it is 

a ceremony to be celebrated by all. 

3. To the graduands, today is a special day. It is   not 

just a day to be celebrated and forgotten. It is a 

day that will remain edged in history as the 

culmination of your hard work and sacrifices made 

by your families. It is a day where you’re the 

journey to shape your future at a personal level 

and as a citizen of this country, continues.  

Expectations 

4. You are now beginning a new Chapter in your life. 

This Chapter is the most defining with a lot of 

expectations on yourselves from family members, 

friends and the community at large. A lot is at stake 

because of the heavy investment made in your 

education and the hope people have on you, the 

expectations for your success and of course 

members or friends looking forward to your 

support. Indeed, the country is also looking up to 
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you as the future leaders who will take this nation 

to the next level. 

5. Statistics from Commission of University 

Education and Economic Survey Review 2020 

show a steady increase in university enrolment, an 

indication of how much hope and investment is 

channeled to higher education. 

6. For instance, the enrolment has grown from 

501,613 in 2015/2016 to 513,182 in 2018/2019 in 

both public and private universities. 

7. University education is supposed to help you find 

purpose in life. I know that many consider 

attending university as a way to leverage 

promising career prospects, I expect that while 

you were here taking the various courses, you had 

a unique opportunity to look at yourself, to reflect 

and to think about how you can benefit and grow 

personally from the experience.  

8. I am glad that this University has produced many 

great men and women who are making an impact 
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in the lives of citizens, and I have no doubt that 

you will follow in their footsteps. 

What Next 

9. After graduating, many students are left standing 

at a cross-road. What do I do now? Do I go out in 

search of my dream job? Shall I go touring the 

world? Or should I go a step further in my 

academic career and pursue another degree? 

How do I prove that I am now different. 

10. This is normal at such times. But, ask yourself, 

how will your decision impact on your life, on those 

who depend on you, those who look up to you and 

more importantly how will it contribute to the 

development of the nation.  

Graduands 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

11. I can relate with the excitement we all have for 

achieving good grades in our respective areas of 

specializations and the anxiety of what awaits you 

out there. This is the same situation some of us 
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have been in during our journey through 

education. This anxiety is not necessarily a bad 

thing, as it helps you to think about your 

contribution to the society. It keeps you on toes 

and puts you in situations of self-reflection in 

readiness for the next step. It keeps you moving, 

growing. 

12. Today, as I encourage you in the next phase of 

your life, it is important to know that there are 

numerous opportunities out there. Some will be 

employed, some will go into business and others 

will get into other engagements. For those who are 

planning to get employed, please note that 

workplaces require all-round graduates, 

graduates who are innovative, skillful and who can 

inspire others who can work harmoniously with 

others, who require limited supervision. You 

therefore, have to create your own space and 

stand out. This is where the life values that matter 
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to society, as inculcated by this University, comes 

into great use.  

13. But, it is not all about getting employed. There 

are numerous opportunities to be entrepreneurial. 

You can start your own businesses and eventually 

become the employers. The government has 

made this possible through the creation of the 

Youth Enterprise Development Fund where young 

people can get access to credit facilities to run 

businesses. It will all depend on how aggressive, 

creative and forward thinking and most importantly 

courageous you are. 

14. The government has also established the 

Credit Guarantee Scheme to enable Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises to access credit. For 

those of you who are in business or thinking about 

it, the government has already allocated Kshs.5 

billion to the Scheme. In addition, there are other 

government supported credit initiatives such as 
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the Kenya Industrial Estate that also supports 

SMEs. 

15. Further, all government entities are required by 

the procurement laws to reserve certain 

procurements to Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises owned by youth, women and people 

living with disabilities. 

16. Despite the availability of these credit facilities 

and opportunities, the uptake of loans is low. I 

know this because I audit these initiatives. We 

implore on you to take advantage of these 

opportunities to grow yourselves financially and 

ultimately contribute to economic growth. 

17. Some of you will also re-discover talents that 

have been in you but have not been exploited. It is 

time to exploit those talents. You may be good in 

sports - Rugby, Athletics, Football, Volleyball, 

amongst other sports. It is time to maximize on 

these talents and emulate Kenya’s greatest of all 

like Eliud Kipchoge (Athletics), Collins Injera 



Page 9 of 19 
 

(Rugby), Michael Olunga (Football), Jane Wacu 

(Volleyball), Janet Wanja (Volleyball) and the 

latest sprint sensation Ferdinand Omanyala who 

has proved to us that we ain’t nothing yet as 

Kenyans, amongst other great sports men and 

women. 

18. The contributions of these athletes to this 

country is immense and the pride they bring has 

earned Kenya respect in the global arena. You 

may also be the next music sensation in Kenya. 

Exploit that. The education you have gone through 

is to help you discover yourself. It is upon you to 

determine how you are going to use your God 

given gifts. 

19. Remember that every year more than 50,000 

graduates join the job market. It is how adaptive, 

creative and innovative and courageous you are 

that will give you an edge over others. 

20. I want to share with you a little bit of my journey 

and how this has been shaped by the knowledge, 
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skills and experiences I have acquired throughout 

my career. 

21. For the last 28 years, I have dedicated my 

professional career in working in the public sector 

as an auditor, rising from a junior fresh graduate 

auditor full of hopes, dreams and fears to my 

current position. I have been exposed to work in 

different environments, different sectors of the 

economy and sometimes difficult assignments. 

22. But above all, I have derived the greatest 

satisfaction from working on areas where I feel I 

make impact. And this is because I have always 

believed that I could only make an impact if I 

moved from my comfort zone. So, when 

opportunities to work in other areas within and 

outside the Office came, I would jump at them and 

that helped me in learning new things, gaining new 

skills and reducing the monotony or boredom we 

all dread. 
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Scaling Heights 

Graduands 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

23. Scaling heights in the corporate and business 

world is not easy. To succeed you have to rely on 

inherently strong attributes that I believe each one 

of us possesses. One of these attributes is not 

being afraid to dream big or to start small. Get out 

of your comfort zone, try out new things and do not 

shy away from taking risks.  

24. How you react to the challenges you will face 

will define your character, your resilience and your 

success. It will differentiate you as a high achiever. 

25. To achieve your dreams, you must sacrifice 

your time and sometimes the things you love most. 

Sometimes even the people who can derail you 

may have to be put aside. I know, there are many 

of you here who have had sleepless nights 

especially during exam time, less time with their 

families and foregone some basic necessities for 
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the sake of achieving what you have achieved 

today. 

26. Your values and character are your prized 

assets. Wherever you go, be it in a workplace, or 

business you may have divergent opinions that 

may not be popular, but as long as your 

conscience is clear, then you are treading on the 

right path. Therefore, honesty, reliability and 

trustworthiness are key pillars that will be your 

guiding principles in the various phases of life’s 

journey. Having the right attitude, humility and 

readiness to learn from others discipline and 

commitment is important. We all need good 

mentors if we are to grow in whatever field we get 

into. 

Education and Life Purpose 

Graduands 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

27. As you graduate today, there are some of you 

who may be wondering what next after here. You 
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look at some of your fellow graduands who are 

living passionate, engaged, meaningful lives. 

They have deep and meaningful relationships, 

rewarding jobs and a sense of direction. They 

know their true worth so to speak. You on the other 

hand may feel you are purposeless, or aimless or 

have no goals in life. 

28. I want to remind you that you have a God-given 

purpose. However, the choices and the actions 

that you take from this day forward is what really 

matters. You can continuously choose to do things 

that will bring you more joy and give you a sense 

of purpose. And this is where the power of 

education comes in.  

29. It is through education that life’s purpose can 

be actualized. You have been given various life 

pointers and from there its upon you to make a 

candid decision on which way to take and how you 

can develop both yourself and the society at large. 

When we have purpose, we get fulfillment  
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30. Education has enabled you to connect with 

people who can help you find your purpose. So, as 

you journey along, I strongly advise you to 

continue surrounding yourself with the right people 

who work smart to achieve their goals no matter 

what, who live the values and learn from them. 

Take note of Proverbs 11:14 “Where there is no 

guidance, a people fall, but in an abundance of 

counselors there is safety.” And above all, TRUST 

GOD. 

Your Responsibility 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

31. The quality of life is largely defined by the 

services that we get from those we entrust with 

public offices. You must therefore, be at the 

forefront by being vigilant in the use and 

management of public resources. 

32. This country has enormous resources that can 

transform our lives. This however depends on how 
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they are managed. You therefore, have that 

responsibility to ensure that public resources are 

managed to benefit you as a citizen this nation. 

Public resources are your resources. 

33. The Constitution has given every Kenyan an 

opportunity to have a say in how resources are 

allocated and managed. We will therefore, be 

looking up to you to actively participate in public 

meetings where decisions are made on use and 

management of public resources, concerning 

development, delivery of quality services and 

sustainability, so that you become part of the 

solution to the challenges that we face as a 

country. Your education and wider perspective of 

life and the way things, will be critical in such 

engagements. 

34. As citizens of this country, you also implement 

the rights given by the Constitution through my 

Office. My Office is mandated by the Constitution 

to ensure there is prudent use and management 
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of our resources and ultimately that there is 

delivery of quality and sustainable services to the 

citizens. We are an institution of value and benefit 

to the citizens of our country. We do this by 

conducting financial, compliance and value for 

money audits. 

35. As part of our collaboration with the citizens, we 

have initiated citizen accountability audits. This is 

a strategic initiative that is envisioned to provide 

mechanisms, opportunities and tools for citizens to 

participate, to be engaged and to be involved in 

the public sector audit process. It provides an 

opportunity for the eyes and voices of citizens in 

ensuring that they are consulted on their needs, 

their voices are heard and that there is value for 

money in government projects both at the National 

and Counties levels. Therefore, as you start the 

next phase of life, we encourage you to actively 

participate in this initiative. 
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36. As a Supreme Audit Institution, the Office of the 

Auditor-General is mandated to ensure that our 

Country achieves sustainable university education 

aligned to Goal No.4 of Agenda 2030, Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) in order to “Ensure 

inclusive and equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities”.  

37. It is in line with this mandate that my Office 

audits public universities to ensure expenditures 

are incurred, in a prudent manner and through the 

audit opinions I issue we are able to gauge and 

recommend on advancing the objectives of 

university education. As an Audit Office it is 

through audit reports that we advise and assist 

Universities to positively impact on the lives and 

livelihoods of our citizens. But you also need to 

play your role in demanding for transparency and 

accountability from those entrusted with our 

resource. 
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Conclusion  

Graduands 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

38.  As I conclude, I congratulate each and every 

one of you for the dedication and commitment that 

has resulted to successful completion of the 

various programmes you have undertaken.  

39. It is a sacrifice that you have made but it is just 

the beginning of a new chapter in life’s exciting 

journey. I pray and hope that your desires and 

aspirations and those of our society will be fulfilled 

through your contributions. 

40. I end by encouraging you with the wise counsel 

given by Our Lord Jesus in Mathew 5:14-16. “You 

are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be 

hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it 

under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 

it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, that they 
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may see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven”.  

MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL AND THE CUEA FRATERNITY 

I THANK YOU 

 
 
CPA Nancy Gathungu, CBS 
AUDITOR-GENERAL 
 

29 October, 2021 


