
UNIVERSITY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S SPEECH DURING THE CATHOLIC 
UNIVERSITY OF EASTERN AFRICA’S 38TH GRADUATION ON 25TH 

OCTOBER, 2019 
 

i. Rt. Rev. Charles Kasonde, Chancellor of The Catholic University of 

Eastern Africa   

ii. Sr. Mary Persico, President of Marywood University, and the Special 

Guest in today’s Graduation Ceremony. 

iii. Your Grace Most Rev. Zacchaeus Okoth, Archbishop Emeritus 

of Kisumu.  

iv. Very Rev. Prof. Stephen Mbugua Ngari, Vice Chancellor of The Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa   

v. Distinguished Members of the University Council, 

vi. Distinguished Guests, 

vii. Parents, Guardians, Sponsors and Graduands, 

viii. Faculty and Students of CUEA, 

ix. Ladies and gentlemen 

1. Today we the CUEA family are delighted to have with us partner of CUEA, 

Sr. Mary Persico, the President of Marywood University in Scranton 

Pennsylvania-USA. Whereas CUEA is just 35 years old, Marywood 

University is 104 years old, about triple our age. This means that we as a 

University can learn a lot from Marywood. I believe that our partnership 

in offering degrees to Religious Sisters in the area of Education will grow 

even stronger expanding into horizons of mutual benefit to us.   

http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/diocese/dkisu.html


2. Our graduands, congratulations in fulfilling all the requirements that have 

qualified you to graduate today. Believe me, there are many who have tried 

to accomplish what you have accomplished but have fallen short. Our dear 

parents, guardians and sponsors of our graduands, thank you for 

believing in CUEA and trusting us to help you educate those for whom you 

are responsible. We are encouraged by your confidence in us and we are 

grateful to God for it. 

3. This graduating class (2019) holds a special place in our hearts. It is the 

class that joined this institution at a time of the transformation of the 

University. The purpose of this was to make CUEA more responsive to the 

growing needs of society and of the Church in a sustainable way; with this 

CUEA’s star in Education continues to shine. I am glad to announce that 

we have hit the home stretch of that transformation and the Catholic 

University of Eastern Africa will continue to be one of the best Universities 

in Kenya and in the AMECEA region. 

4. Dear graduands, today Africa is full of promise and it is yearning for 

innovation and renaissance; renaissance in technology, business, science, 

and health; but above all we need a cultural reawakening inspired by a 

moral and upright leadership. This is the environment that awaits you to 

utilize the skills you have acquired here in the last two, three and four 

years of study. 

5. One thing you ought to remember is that the skills, knowhow and moral 

guidance you have acquired are tools; tools to help you fulfill your calling 



and vocation in life. The world out there may be unpredictable and appear 

unforgiving; but ladies and gentlemen you have what it takes to make this 

world work for you; it is for such a moment that CUEA has been preparing 

you. But always remember to put God first. During your stay in CUEA, we 

have helped mould you into responsible persons by inculcating essential 

Christian values into your lives. These values give you a universal moral 

understanding; they give you a Catholic identity.  

6. May you always hold firmly unto the core values of CUEA and you will 

truly be successful and happy. My final plea to you is: whatever you do, 

do it in the service of God and your fellow men and women. By doing so 

you will become true sons and daughters of Africa and of the world. 

7. Thank you all for coming here today to celebrate with us this wonderful 

day, the 38th Graduation of The Catholic University of Eastern Africa.  

May the Lord God bless you all. 

 

RT. REV. MAURICE MUHATIA MAKUMBA 

CHAIRMAN – UNIVERSITY COUNCIL 
   


