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THE VICE CHANCELLOR’S SPEECH DURING CUEA’S 

2021/2022 ACADEMIC CONVOCATION ON 23RD SEPTEMBER 

2021 

i. Rt. Rev. Paul Kariuki Njiru, Bishop of the Diocese of Embu 

and Bishop Chairman of KCCB Commission for Education 

and Religious Education. 

ii. Mrs. Prof. Rachel Gesami, Deputy Vice Chancellor 

Academic Affairs and Research 

iii. Mr. James Theuri, Special Advisor to the Vice Chancellor-

In Charge of Administration, Finance and Planning 

iv. Vice Chancellor and Principals of CUEA’s Constituent and 

Affiliate Colleges  

v. Rev. Prof. Fabien Lonema, Academic Registrar of the 

University 

vi. Deans, Directors, Heads of Department and Academic 

Coordinators 

vii. University Faculty 

viii. University Staff and Students 

ix. Ladies and gentlemen 

Good day to you. 

1. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to 

the 2021/2022 academic year. I would also like to welcome 

our new students who have come to pursue Postgraduate, 

Undergraduate, Diploma or Certificate programmes in The 
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Catholic University of Eastern Africa. Welcome to the CUEA 

family.  

2. We ask our new students to bring in positive values and 

inject a new vitality in the life of CUEA. We count on you to 

take up active engagement in all value-adding activities. May 

your stay be a blessing to your families and guardians as 

well as to CUEA family. Our staff and continuing students 

are a wonderful asset in your transformation and 

preparedness to future leadership and contribution to 

society. We also thank your parents and guardians for 

making it possible for you to join our University. We promise 

you quality and value-based education. Embrace our 

mission, vision and values as driving pillars to your learning 

and growth. 

3. Ladies and gentlemen, allow me to thank the Main Celebrant 

of this year’s Academic Convocation Mass and the Academic 

Convocation’s Chief Guest, Your Lordship Bishop Paul 

Kariuki, for accepting to come and start the new academic 

year with us. I would also like to congratulate Your Lordship 

for your election as a member of CUEA Council.  

4. To our first years, you have entered into a critical stage of 

life. This is when you get much freedom which is a test of 

how you have internalized the values and positive lifestyles 

entrenched by your parents, guardians and the schools you 

attended. You are now adults and can manage your destiny 

by being good students. Do not betray the trust and 

resources that your parents and guardians have invested in 
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you. Kindly reward them with excellent performance and a 

good future. 

5. In the last academic year we lost members of our family to 

different ailments. We lost; Dr. Solomon Okumu, a lecturer 

in the School of Business, Ms. Margaret Maringa, a lecturer 

in the Faculty of Law, Rev. Prof. Peter Gichure, the Director 

of Graduate Studies and a lecturer in the Faculty of 

Theology, Prof. Harriet Njui, in the Faculty of Education, and 

Mr. Barnabas Gikonyo, a Tutorial Fellow in the Faculty of 

Science. Let us all take a moment of silence in remembrance 

of the departed members of our fraternity…    

Eternal rest grant unto departed members of 

the CUEA family O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls and the souls 

of all the faithfully departed, rest in peace,  

Amen. 

6. We all know that today, we are in the middle of a Covid-19 

Pandemic. Ladies and gentlemen, let us all follow the 

protocols and mitigation measures set by the Kenya 

Government to help prevent the spread of Covid 19. Let us 

wear masks at all times, let us keep social distance when in 

class, in the library, or anywhere within the University 

Campus,  and let us wash or sanitize our hands often. If you 

are eligible to take the Covid-19 vaccine, take it! The vaccine 

is free and it saves lives. Do not believe the propaganda 

being spread through social media and the internet about 
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the disease and its vaccine. Covid 19 is real and it is fatal, so 

let us protect each other from it. 

7. Your Lordship, the University fraternity, ladies and 

gentlemen. CUEA is a University that is focused on 

disseminating quality education and forming our students 

into ethical leaders for Church and Society.  

8. Our purpose as a University is simple. We in CUEA believe 

that faith informs truth and that we are dedicated to 

research and the dissemination of truth. We focus on life-

long learning programmes so as to form and inspire our 

students to be ethical leaders through Judeo-Christian-

African and other inter-cultural values. By embedding the 

social teaching of the Church in our curriculum, we make 

our students and staff catalysts for integral human 

development. This enables CUEA’s students, alumni and 

staff to achieve personal fulfilment in life. 

9. An ethical leader is one who is God fearing, respectful, 

creative and innovative, willing to serve others, resourceful, 

honest and a champion of justice. The dissemination of 

quality education, and the formation of our students into 

ethical leaders, is CUEA’s purpose for existence.  

10. Every so often, we need to ask ourselves: 

 Is the quality of our education in our University top-

notch in Kenya, the Eastern Africa region, and the 

world at large? 



5 
 

 Are our students being formed, mentored, and 

modelled into ethical leaders who are ready to serve 

Church and Society? 

 How do we make sure that we fulfill our purpose as a 

University in a more efficient and effective way? 

11. J. Ruskin indicated that EDUCATION DOES NOT 

MEAN TEACHING PEOPLE TO KNOW WHAT THEY DO NOT 

KNOW, IT MEANS TEACHING THEM TO BEHAVE AS THEY 

DO NOT BEHAVE. Thus, the ultimate aim of education is to 

achieve a good life. In our University, through our values, 

we want all of us to understand the relationship between 

education and values. We endeavour to plan different 

learning experiences for learners to develop values among 

themselves. This is why we are a Catholic University and we 

have inculcated various core courses, programmes and 

activities that enhance values among all of us. Among these 

are our assistance to those in need through our 

contributions during masses, our Cardinal Otunga 

Scholarship for the needy and our aspiration to be 

charitable. 

12. One way that we intend to address the questions raised 

above is to make sure that our students have seamless 

academic progression from the day they join CUEA to the 

day they graduate. This can be achieved by making sure 

that every class that joins a programme of study in CUEA 

progresses together as a cohort. This class of students are 

required to take all units in a particular semester and 

academic year together as approved by the Commission for 
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University Education and as developed by the University, 

thus progressing together. 

13. Such a joint progression will enable the students in any 

specified class to learn together, and grow together. It will 

also enable the University to improve the quality of 

education offered to the students, and the formation of these 

students who are members of clearly identified classes. This 

system of study is what we call the Cohort Mode of Study 

and it is under full implementation in CUEA today.  

14. In addition, the Cohort Mode of Study enables students in a 

class to be charged uniform fees per semester. This enables 

a parent, sponsor or a guardian of a student to plan way in 

advance on how to finance a student’s studies. The uniform 

mode of payment also helps the University to better plan its 

operations in the short-term, mid-term and long-term. 

15. In order to make the Cohort Mode of Study successful, we 

need to understand the University policies. In particular, 

need to read and understand CUEA’s Student Handbook. 

When students abide by the guidelines, procedures and 

deadlines stipulated in the student handbook, the University 

will be able to make sure that our students acquire quality 

education, are formed into ethical leaders, participate in 

impactful research and learn to care for our brothers and 

sisters within and without the University through 

community service. 

16. Our students, please focus on your studies. Embrace the 

culture of our University and its Core Values. These values 
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are: witness to Life, prayer, truthfulness, honesty, 

excellence, commitment and, competence. By embracing 

these values, you will truly become ethical leaders ready to 

serve the Universal Church and Society. 

17. Once again, I welcome you all to our new Academic year. I 

wish you well and all of God’s blessings. 

18. And now, by the powers vested in me by the University 

Council and University Senate, I declare the University 

Academic Year 2021/2022 officially started. 

Thank you and God bless us all. 

 

VERY REV. PROF. STEPHEN MBUGUA NGARI 
RECTOR/VICE CHANCELLOR  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


